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CARPD Legislative Committee Members (11)

• Michelle Lacy (Chair), General Manager—Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District (Pleasant Hill, CA) 
• Doug Nickles, Board Member—Conejo Recreation & Park District (Thousand Oaks, CA)
• Dennis Waespi, Board Member—East Bay Regional Park District (Oakland, CA)
• Michael Seaman, Board Member—Fulton-El Camino Recreation & Park District (Sacramento, CA)
• Al McGreehan, Board Member—Paradise Recreation & Park District (Paradise, CA)
• Mary Otten, General Manager—Pleasant Valley Recreation & Park District (Camarillo, CA)
• Colby Diuguid, General Manager—Jurupa Area Recreation & Park District (Jurupa, CA)
• Jeff Nickell, General Manager—McFarland Recreation & Park District (McFarland, CA)
• Steph Thisius, Director of Planning & Construction—North of the River Recreation & Park District 

(Bakersfield, CA)
• Scott Sear, Public Information Officer/Legislative Affairs—Desert Recreation District (Palm Desert, CA)
• Zachary Freels, Board Member—North Highlands Recreation & Park District (Sacramento, CA)
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Overview of the California State Legislature 

• In California, the legislative body is called the California State Legislature, and it is divided into 
two houses (bicameral), the State Assembly and the State Senate. 

• There are 80 members of the Assembly and 40 members of the Senate, with a total of 120 
legislators.

• Assemblymembers are elected or re-elected every two years (total of 6 two-year terms).

• Senators are elected or re-elected on 4-year terms (total of 3 four-year terms) with half of the 
body alternating between presidential and gubernatorial election cycles.

• Term limits apply since the passage of Proposition 28 in 2012, with each member serving a 
lifetime maximum of 12 years in total (between both houses).
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2025 Legislative Session Update

• New bill introduction limit: 35 bills per member over a two-year session.

• 2025 legislative themes: Impact Fees, Governmental Operations, and Brown Act. 

• More than 2,600 pieces of legislation introduced in 2025.

• More than 5,000 will have been introduced by the end of the 2025-26 session (August 2026).

• Some are “two-year” bills, which are introduced in 2025 but carry over to 2026. 

• CARPD is currently positioned on 22 bills.

• We are currently tracking 400+ bills for CARPD.
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2025 Legislative Session Timing

• January 6: The Legislature reconvenes for 2025 legislative 
session

• February 21: Last day for the Legislature to introduce bills

• April 11-18: Spring recess

• May 23: Deadline for the Legislature to send fiscal bills to the 
Floor

• June 6: Deadline for the Legislature to pass bills out of their 
house of origin

• July 21-August 15: Summer recess

• September 12: Last day for the Legislature to pass bills

• October 12: Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills
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Assembly Local Government Chair

Assemblymember Juan Carrillo (D-Palmdale)

• Elected in 2022, terms out in 2034

• District 39, Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties 

• Former City of Palmdale Councilmember 

• 15 years as a city planner
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Assembly Housing Chair

Assemblymember Matt Haney (D-San Francisco)

• Elected in 2022, terms out in 2034

• District 17, San Francisco

• Former  Commissioner on the San Francisco Board of 
Education, 2013-2019

• Former Member of San Francisco Board of Supervisors, 2019-
2022
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Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Chair

Assemblymember Diane Papan (D-San Mateo)

• Elected in 2022, terms out in 2034

• District 21, San Mateo County

• Former City of San Mateo Councilmember
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Senate Local Government Chair

Senator María Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles)

• Elected in 2018, terms out in 2030

• District 26, Los Angeles County

• Vice Chair of the Democratic National Committee, 2013-2021

• Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles County 
Federation of Labor, 2006-2014
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Senate Housing Chair

Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Hayward)

• Elected in 2022, terms out in 2034

• District 10, Alameda and Santa Clara counties
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Senate Natural Resources and Water Chair

Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)

• Elected to Senate in 2020, terms out in 2028

• District 21, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties

• Former Assemblymember, 2016-2020

• Former member of the Santa Barbara Unified School District 
Board of Education
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Legislative Update
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SB 499 (Stern) Residential projects: fees and 
charges: emergency services

• This bill clarifies existing law by specifying that parkland and recreational facilities, when 
designated in a local agency’s safety element to provide public safety and emergency services 
to residential developments, are eligible for certain fee deferral exemptions. A local agency’s 
hazard mitigation plan can be used in lieu of a safety element until January 1, 2031.

• Status: Senate Floor

• Position: Sponsor
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AB 259 (Rubio, Blanca) Open meetings: local 
agencies: teleconferences

• This bill extends the provisions of AB 2449 until January 1, 2030. 

• AB 2449 (Rubio, 2022) allowed members of a legislative body of a local agency to use 
teleconferencing without identifying each teleconference location in the notice and agenda of 
the meeting, and without making each teleconference location accessible to the public. AB 
2449 required at least a quorum of the legislative body to participate in person from a singular 
physical location. AB 2449 authorized a member of a legislative body to participate remotely 
under these provisions for just cause or due to emergency circumstances.

• Status: Senate Local Government

• Position: Support (California Special Districts Association coalition)
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AB 339 (Ortega) Local public employee 
organizations: notice requirements

• This bill requires a local agency to give a recognized employee organization at least 120 days’ written 
notice containing specified information before issuing a request for proposals or quotes to perform 
services, or renewing or extending such a contract, within the scope of work of the represented 
employees. The bill requires the local agency to provide as much advance notice as practicable under 
the circumstances if an emergency or other exigent circumstance prevents 120-day notice.

• Requires the local agency to promptly meet and confer in good faith with the recognized employee 
organization if demanded by the organization within 30 days of receiving the notice. At the request of the 
exclusive representative, the parties must reopen negotiations on related parts of their MOU.

• Status: Assembly Appropriations, on suspense

• Position: Oppose (Urban Counties of California coalition)
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AB 340 (Ahrens) Employer-employee relations: 
confidential communications

• This bill prohibits a public employer from questioning an employee or employee representative 
regarding representation-related communications made in confidence between the employee 
and employee representative.

• Prohibits a public employer from compelling disclosure of such communications to a third 
party. These prohibitions do not apply to a criminal investigation or certain public safety officer 
investigations.

• Status: Assembly Appropriations, on suspense

• Position: Oppose (California Special Districts Association coalition)
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AB 370 (Carrillo) California Public Records Act: 
cyberattacks

• This bill allows a government agency to delay its response to a Public Records Act 
request because of a cyberattack by 14 days.

• Status: Senate Rules

• Position: Support (California State Association of Counties coalition)
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AB 810 (Irwin) Local government: internet 
websites and email addresses

• This bill requires special districts and joint powers authorities to transition their 
websites and email addresses to a “.gov” or a “.ca.gov” domain name  by January 1, 
2031.

• Amended to exclude school districts. 

• Status: Assembly Appropriations, on suspense

• Position: Oppose (California Special Districts Association coalition) 
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AB 1109 (Kalra) Evidentiary privileges: union 
agent-represented worker privilege

• This bill, among other provisions, establishes that a union agent and a represented employee 
or represented former employee have a privilege to refuse to disclose, in any court or to any 
administrative board or agency, or in any arbitration or other proceeding, any confidential 
communication between the employee or former employee and the union agent made while 
the union agent was acting in the union agent’s representative capacity, and that the 
represented employee or represented former employee have a privilege to prevent another 
from disclosing, in connection with such a proceeding, a confidential communication between 
the employee and a union agent that is privileged pursuant to this bill.

• Status: Senate Rules

• Position: Oppose (California Special Districts Association coalition) 
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SB 239 (Arreguín) Open meetings: 
teleconferencing: subsidiary body

• This bill allows members of public bodies that are simply advisory in nature (i.e., they 
have no decision-making powers) to meet remotely without needing to post their home 
address or open their home to the public. It would also not require an in-person 
quorum of members of the advisory body for the meeting to take place. Sunset date of 
January 1, 2030. 

• Status: Senate Floor

• Position: Support (California State Association of Counties coalition)



CALIFORNIA PUBLIC POLICY GROUP • PUBLICPOLICYGROUP.COM

SB 315 (Grayson) Quimby Act

• This bill limits the amount of land dedication that a city or county can require of a 
developer under the Quimby Act to no more than 25% of the total acreage of an infill 
housing development and limits the in-lieu fee by the proportional amount. The bill 
also eliminates the land dedication requirement and the in-lieu fee altogether if the 
proposed development is within ½ mile of an existing park. 

• Status: Senate Local Government, 2-year bill

• Position: Oppose



CALIFORNIA PUBLIC POLICY GROUP • PUBLICPOLICYGROUP.COM

SB 453 (Stern) Self-generation incentive program: 
microgrid incentive program

• This bill extends the operation of the self-generation incentive program until January 1, 
2028, and requires the PUC, on and after January 1, 2026, to allocate all unallocated 
funds for the program to areas that have experienced 2 or more deenergization events, 
prioritizing vulnerable communities, including access and functional needs 
populations, and prioritizing customers that operate “critical community 
infrastructure” that support resiliency during a deenergization event, including parks 
and recreational facilities. 

• Status: Senate Appropriations, on suspense 

• Position: Support
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SB 496 (Hurtado) Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation: appeals advisory committee: 
exemptions

• This bill requires CARB to establish the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation Appeals 
Advisory Committee by an unspecified date for purposes of reviewing appeals of 
denied requests for exemptions from the requirements of the Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation. Requires the committee to include representatives of governmental and 
nongovernmental entities. 

• Status: Senate Appropriations, on suspense

• Position: Support
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SB 563 (Valladares) State parks: Off-highway 
Motor Vehicle Recreation: grants: eligible 
applicants

• This bill allows special districts who employ peace officers to apply for off-highway 
motor vehicle recreation grants. Sponsored by the Hesperia Recreation and Park 
District. 

• Status: Senate Appropriations, on suspense

• Position: Support
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SB 677 (Wiener) Housing development: 
streamlined approvals

• This bill, among other provisions, prohibits local agencies, special districts and water 
corporations from imposing impact fees on SB 9 duplex units that are less than 1,750 
square feet each, and requires SB 9 units that are larger than 1,750 to be charged 
proportionally. 

• Status: Senate Housing, 2-year bill

• Oppose (California Special Districts Association coalition)
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SB 707 (Durazo) Open meetings: meeting and 
teleconference requirements

• This bill revises existing alternative teleconferencing provisions, until January 1, 2030, by providing a 
standard set of requirements that must be complied with for all local agencies:
• Identifying the location of the in-person meeting on the agenda, which must be open to the public 

and within the boundaries of the local agency’s jurisdiction.
• Identifying and including an opportunity for all persons to attend and address the legislative body 

directly via a call-in or internet-based service option, including at any in-person location.
• Requiring instructions on joining the meeting by the telephonic or internet-based service option be 

made available in English and in all other languages spoken by 20 percent or more of the population 
identifying and making available to subsidiary bodies a list of meeting locations they may use to 
conduct their meetings.

• Status: Senate Floor

• Position: Concerns (California State Association of Counties coalition)
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Questions/Discussion
Thank You!
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